Burlington Town Council
October 14, 2025
813 S. Michigan Street, Burlington, IN 46915

The Burlington Town Council held the 2026 budget adoption meeting and regular monthly meeting at 7:00 p.m.
on Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at Town Hall with Council Members Kevin Hammond, Daniel Stephens and Jim
Enoch; Public Works Commissioner Steve Stout, Town Marshal Shane Bernhardt and Clerk-Treasurer Karen
Dinger present.

Guests present are: Keith Schultz, Carroll County Economic Development Director James Wells, Jim Higgins

President Hammond opens the 2026 Budget Adoption Meeting at 7:00 p.m. and notes that all council are
present.

President Hammond makes a motion to suspend the rules according to IC 36-5-2-9.8 for the council to consider
adopting Ordinance 2025-4. Enoch 2nds. All Ayes. Motion passed.

President Hammond makes a motion to pass Ordinance 2025-4. Enoch 2nds. All Ayes. Motion passed.
Council signs ordinance and C/T Dinger attests signatures.

President Hammond closes the budget adoption meeting.

President Hammond opens the regular meeting.

The September meeting minutes are presented. With corrections to Mr. Schultz’s name, Enoch makes a motion
to approve the minutes. Stephens 2nds. All Ayes. Motion passed. Minutes are signed by President Hammond
and attested by C/T Dinger.

Claims are presented for town and wastewater totaling $52,078.02. Enoch makes a motion to pay the bills for
town and sewage. Stephens seconds. All Ayes. Motion passed. Claims docket is signed by council.

Town Marshal Shane Bernhardt speaks to the council. He would like to request an increase in vacation days
from 12 to 15 days per year and from 64 to 80 hours PTO for next year. Council will consider. He states that
the two police computers and the clerk-treasurer’s computer are not compatible with Windows 11. There is a
company other local units have utilized called Sound Advice that he received quotes from. Each computer is
around $1010 with cost to install $135/hour. Stephens motions to get three new computers. Enoch 2nds. All
Ayes. Motion passed.

Marshal Bernhardt also states that instructors are needed for the Academy for EVO training. Council has no
issue if he would like to instruct that training. He asks about adding another part-time officer. Discussion is
held regarding comp time due to FLSA overtime rules. There would also be an additional cost of $192 per year
for RMS for a new part-time deputy marshal. President Hammond states that discussion regarding adding
another deputy and PTO will be tabled until council can meet to discuss.

The September police report is presented. Enoch makes a motion to approve the marshal’s report. Stephens
2nds. All Ayes. Motion passed.

Public Works Commissioner Steve Stout states that the new trim saw works great. He was able to do a lot of
trimming of limbs around town. He is getting the leaf vac ready for leaf pickup. An outlet pipe at the sewage



plant was cleaned out. He has salt and sand ready for plowing snow. Next Monday, the company hired should
be coming to take down the tree along SR 29 that is dead.

Guests

Jim Higgins, from London Witte Group, speaks to the council regarding the recent passage of SEA 1, the
property tax relief bill. There are three parts of the bill. The main impact for 2026 will be the circuit breaker
deductions being changed to credits. Those credits come off at the bottom resulting in lower tax bill for
taxpayers. The governor’s 10% or $300 credit for every homestead, takes the town’s circuit breaker loss from
2025 of around $130 to over $6,000 for 2026. The second change will take effect in 2028 with local income
tax. Local income tax as we know it will go away at the end of 2027. It will be replaced by new income taxes
that are still being worked out. An analysis is presented to council for impacts to the new income taxes if the
law stays as it is currently. The council would need to petition the county council to adopt a local income tax
with the highest rate possible of 1.2%. The income tax replacement does not make up for what the town is
receiving currently. The third part is the change in the property tax system regarding the residential deductions
from 2026 to 2030 with the standard deduction going down with the supplemental homestead deductions going
up. He shows an example of a $200,000 house. By 2030, 2/3 of the value of the property will be exempt, so the
$200,000 property will assess for 1/3 of that. Assessed values will shrink which will drive up tax rates to
maintain levy. The town’s cumulative funds will be impacted and will be decreased by a third over the next
five years. He states that he feels there is still opportunity for change in the law.

Carroll County Economic Development Director James Wells presents a report to the council regarding projects
the EDC has been involved with that help the residents of Burlington. He provides updates on high-speed
internet companies that are working to bring broadband into Burlington. There are three companies currently
involved in this endeavor. Mr. Schultz asks if any of the companies have reached out to the town recently to
discuss broadband in town. The council states that no one has contacted them. Mr. Wells states that as a part of
economic and community development, the CCEDC has supported childcare expansion which included a
$10,000 grant awarded to Burlington Church of Christ, which is being used to update the playground area that
will serve local families. The Carroll County EDC continues to work with regional hospital partners and local
clinics to expand access to urgent care and essential health services for residents. Mr. Schultz speaks to the
council regarding Leadership Carroll County that occurs every two years. He states that he highly recommends
anyone taking leadership responsibilities to take this structured course. President Hammond states that he has
graduated from this class.

No Old Business.

New Business

The September 2025 payroll allowance docket is presented. Enoch makes a motion to accept the September
payroll allowance docket. Stephens 2nds. All Ayes. Motion passed. The docket is signed by the council.

A Community Crossings update was planned, but Mr. Ken Smith was unable to come to the town hall today for
an update. C/T Dinger states that the grant opened October 1. The plan is to apply for the grant. The grant is due
by October 31.

Resolution 2025-5 is presented to reduce appropriations in the MVH Fund and MVH Restricted Sub fund.
Hammond makes a motion to accept Resolution 2025-5. Stephens 2nds. All Ayes. Motion passed.



C/T Dinger presents two wastewater accounts with outstanding old balances that have not been collected. A
letter stating the amount was due was mailed to both accounts. It has now been over 180 days. According to IC
36-9-23-32, these sewage balances can be written off by council. The total for the two accounts is $168, with
$40 on one account and $128 on the other account. Hammond makes a motion to accept the write-offs of the
old sewage bills. Enoch 2nds. All Ayes. Motion passed.

Council sets town Trick or Treat hours for Friday, October 31 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Miscellaneous Business

No Miscellaneous Business

Hammond motions to adjourn meeting. Enoch 2nds. All Ayes. Meeting adjourned.

Signature on file Signature on file
Kevin Hammond, President ATTEST: Karen Dinger, Clerk-Treasurer




